


Power comes in all shapes and sizes.
Sometimes, it’s obvious: A top CEO. A developer producing shiny new towers. A philanthropist doling out millions.

Other times, it’s more subtle: Connectors and conveners working behind the scenes to leverage key relationships or 

pull people together behind a common goal. Presenting the 2024 version of the Power 100, our (totally subjective) 

view of those we see making big things happen in Bay Area business.   

Power comes in all shapes and sizes.
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BUILDING BRIDGES
Since 1948, the San Francisco Foundation has 
championed philanthropy to create a Bay Area where 
everyone can prosper and thrive. Learn more about 
how we can work together at sff.org/JoinUs
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Since 1948, the San Francisco Foundation has 
championed philanthropy to create a Bay Area where 
everyone can prosper and thrive. Learn more about 

sff.org/JoinUs

“Together, our                            fulfills the promise 
of the Bay - today, and for generations to come.”

- Fred Blackwell, CEO and Power 100 honoree

collective power

Dara Khosrowshahi
CEO,  
Uber

Maybe nice guys do finish first. After 
taking Uber through a difficult IPO, 
Khosrowshahi saw the company’s shares 
hit an all-time high in January, and the 
company achieved its first-ever annual 
profit as it emerged as the unchallenged 
heavyweight champion of ride-hailing. 
The CEO moonlighted as a driver last 
year to figure out what the company 
could do better. He’s also refining the 
company’s political approach, plunging 
$30 million into the corporate PAC 
to smooth over government relations 
frayed by previous missteps in an 
assortment of locations.

Denise Dresser
CEO,  
Slack

Slack was meant to make collaboration 
simpler. If so, why is it having such 
problems getting along with Salesforce, 
which bought the company in 2021? 
Dresser, a veteran of the larger software 
company appointed to her new role 
in November, must address a cultural 
mismatch that’s persisted since the 
deal was first struck. She’s getting some 
help from Salesforce co-founder Parker 
Harris, who stepped in as Slack CTO 
after the departure of Cal Henderson, 
the company’s last remaining co-
founder.

Jay Paul
President,  

Jay Paul Co.

Jay Paul’s eponymous development firm 
has long called San Francisco home, 
but did its most significant work in 
Silicon Valley. That changed with 181 
Fremont, a 70-story tower with 67 luxury 
condominiums and 435,000 square 
feet of office space that Meta — then 
Facebook — leased in its entirety in 2017. 
The firm got into the real estate business 
in the Bay Area more than four decades 
ago and has led development of Moffett 
Park, a nearly two-square-mile business 
district in Sunnyvale that is undergoing a 
transformation into a mix of uses.

Jennifer Doudna
Professor,  

UC Berkeley

Doudna isn’t sitting on her Cas9. 
Doudna, who shared the 2020 Nobel 
Prize for chemistry for her work on the 
genome-editing CRISPR system using 
the Cas9 protein, has been one of the 
most prolific academic-entrepreneurs 
and an active fundraiser focused on 
advocating for young women scientists 
spinning their research into companies. 
Now Doudna’s Innovative Genomics 
Institute is launching a second cohort 
of aspiring entrepreneurs through its HS 
Chau Women in Enterprising Science 
program and has become a catalyst for 
a UC-led redevelopment in downtown 
Berkeley.
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Dominique Crenn
Chef and owner,  

Crenn Restaurant Group

One of California’s most esteemed chefs 
entered new territory in 2023, becoming 
the first chef to put cell-cultivated meat 
on the menu in a U.S. restaurant when 
she served Upside Foods chicken at 
Bar Crenn in Cow Hollow. The owner of 
three-Michelin-starred Atelier Crenn, the 
Bay Area’s most expensive restaurant, 
opened a more affordable homage to 
Californian cuisine, Golden Poppy, in 
Paris last fall.

Fred Blackwell
CEO,  

San Francisco Foundation

An old saying holds if you want to 
get something done, give it to a busy 
person. In addition to steering the 
San Francisco Foundation and its $1.7 
billion in assets, Blackwell is relied upon 
as a voice of influence on boards too 
numerous to mention here. The Oakland 
native has come full circle; he began his 
career at the foundation, returning in 
2014 to lead it after key city-government 
roles in Oakland and San Francisco. The 
north star guiding it all: an abiding focus 
on social justice and racial equity.

Garry Tan
CEO,  

Y Combinator

A perch atop vaunted tech accelerator 
Y Combinator gives Tan clout — and no 
hesitation about using it. The combative 
entrepreneur has plunged feetfirst into 
S.F. politics, putting his money, A-list 
connections and huge social media 
following in service of an increasingly 
sharp-elbowed battle against 
progressives. Maybe more than sharp: 
Tan apologized for a since-deleted post 
which profanely beseeched several 
San Francisco supervisors to “die slow,” 
spawning police reports and calls for 
beneficiaries to refund his largess.

Gioia McCarthy
President, San Francisco-East Bay market,  

Bank of America

McCarthy is a power walker, scaling the 
hills of San Francisco with ease. But it’s 
her ability to exercise Bank of America’s 
power to build stronger communities 
that is her priority, whether she’s 
striding across an affordable housing 
construction site or touring the future 
home of a museum. In addition to her 
nonprofit board leadership at United Way 
Bay Area and Jewish Vocational Services, 
McCarthy also is San Francisco-North 
Bay market executive for the Bank of 
America Private Bank.

Alan Waxman
Co-founding partner,  
Sixth Street Partners 

CEO, Bay FC

Since co-founding Sixth Street Partners 
with a cadre of Goldman alums in 2009, 
Waxman has built the firm into one of 
the shrewdest investors around. Sixth 
Street has grown around a strategy 
targeting innovative and disruptive 
companies like Spotify and Airbnb. 
High-profile sports-focused investments 
in Spanish soccer giants FC Barcelona 
and the NBA’s San Antonio Spurs have 
followed. His most transformative 
local deal could be with Bay FC of the 
National Women’s Soccer League. 
Waxman is co-chair of the Bay Area’s 
newest pro sports franchise and sits on 
the league’s board.

Amy Chang
Board member,  

Walt Disney Company, Procter & Gamble

The tech entrepreneur, who sold her 
startup Accompany to Cisco for $270 
million in 2018, helps set corporate and 
social responsibility policies as part of 
her board service. She’s now a director 
for Procter & Gamble and Disney — two 
companies which can definitely use her 
Silicon Valley savvy. Chang, who is also 
a startup investor and adviser, serves 
on the UCSF Health Executive Council 
and the Stanford School of Engineering 
dean’s advisory board.

Andre Iguodala
General partner,  

Mosaic General Partnership

Iguodala, the 2015 National Basketball 
Association Finals Most Valuable Player 
and four-time NBA champion with the 
Golden State Warriors, has long been 
known for his investment touch. Now 
after a 20-year court career, the investor 
in Zoom, Coinbase and Dapper Labs, and 
co-owner of soccer’s Leeds United FC, 
is playing post in Mosaic’s shot to create 
more equitable, diverse and long-lasting 
change through investing. Meanwhile, 
he’s recently been named acting director 
of the NBA players’ union.

Jackie Safier
CEO,  

Prometheus Real Estate Group

Prometheus is one of the largest 
privately held owners of multifamily 
units in the Bay Area. Safier took it 
over from its founder and her father, 
Sanford Diller, growing its business and 
refining its brand. Safier also leads her 
family’s two charitable foundations, 
among the Bay Area’s most prolific 
philanthropic organizations, funding a 
500,000-square-foot student housing 
project at UC Berkeley and a new 
hospital for UCSF.
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Greg Adams
CEO, 

Kaiser Permanente

Adams took over the the top job at the 
Oakland health care provider following 
the abrupt death of longtime leader 
Bernard Tyson in 2019. A close associate 
of Tyson, Adams quickly stepped into 
the role and steered the 12-million-
member organization through the 
Covid-19 pandemic. Adams serves on 
the board of directors at America’s 
Health Insurance Plans and as both a 
governor and steward for the Global 
Health and Healthcare Community at the 
World Economic Forum.

Hamila Kownacki
CEO, 

California Pacific Medical Center

Kownacki leads one of San Francisco’s 
largest employers and economic drivers, 
Sutter Health’s California Pacific Medical 
Center. On top of that, she’s the first 
woman and registered nurse to helm the 
hospital in its 100-year-plus history. She 
became CEO of CPMC last year after 
working there for two decades, including 
as the medical center’s chief operating 
o� icer for eight years.

Henrique Dubugras
Co-CEO and co-founder, 

Brex

Dubugras proved a 22-year-old could 
indeed outsmart the nation’s banking 
industry when he and co-CEO Pedro 
Franceschi founded Brex in 2017. Both 
come from Brazil, where they had 
created an online payments company. 
Brex, which has expanded from business 
credit cards into expense management 
and other services, recently cut 20% 
of its workforce. But speculation 
persists that an IPO is in  the company’s 
future. That would make Dubugras a 
quintessential Bay Area success story.

Jan Sramek
CEO and founder, 
California Forever

Sramek wasn’t kidding about the 
“forever” part when he hatched the 
idea for California Forever in 2017. 
The former Goldman Sachs trader is 
spearheading the ambitious e� ort to 
build a utopian community from scratch 
in unincorporated Solano County with 
walkable streets, a� ordable homes and 
a promise to generate thousands of new 
jobs. The idea was one Silicon Valley 
tech billionaires backed in spades — and 
will be put up to Solano County voters 
this November.

Carol Christ
Chancellor, 
UC Berkeley

UC Berkeley isn’t just any university and 
Christ isn’t just any chancellor. As the 
the leader of the Bay Area’s premiere 
public university, she has upheld the 
institution’s commitment to free speech, 
strengthened its financial position and 
helped advance a 10-year strategic 
plan for the campus. But that’s also 
meant making waves, and even some 
enemies, as Berkeley seeks to develop 
areas around campus for much-needed 
housing, including the controversial 
People’s Park.

Caroline Winnett
Executive director, 
Berkeley SkyDeck

Winnett has run the Berkeley startup 
accelerator since 2015, recently 
leading an international expansion with 
partnerships in Italy and Japan. Besides 
helping keep innovation on campus, the 
Berkeley SkyDeck Fund returns half of its 
carried interest back to the university.

Clint and Janet Reilly
Chairman and founder, 
Clint Reilly Organization
Board president and co-

founder, Clinic by the Bay

San Francisco’s premier power couple 
have joint and individual interests 
ranging from commercial real estate 
to media to big-ticket philanthropy, 
bestowing them seats at tables of 
power like the UC Regents board, on 
which Janet sits. Clint cut his teeth 
as a political consultant driving the 
early careers of Dianne Feinstein and 
Nancy Pelosi, after first training for the 
priesthood; Janet was a TV news anchor 
in LA. Now they sit atop a burgeoning 
business and philanthropic empire, with 
civic engagement on a grand scale for 
both. “We don’t just write checks,” he 
observed in 2022. ”We get involved.”

Cyrus Sanandaji
CEO and co-founder, 
Presidio Bay Ventures 

Sanandaji helped found the investment 
and development firm in 2012. But in the 
last year he’s made a name for himself as 
one of the first local real estate investors 
willing to bet on San Francisco’s 
recovery: In August 2023, Presidio 
Bay acquired 60 Spear St., the most 
significant purchase of a downtown 
o� ice building since the pandemic. 
The terms helped set the market and 
provide a starting point for an expected 
“reset.” Now Sanandaji wants to turn the 
property into the country’s first “o� ice 
resort” — a concept he is looking to 
expand.



B A Y  A R E A P O W E R  1 0 0

FEBRUARY 9-15, 2024  | SAN FRANCISCO BUSINESS TIMES 25

Lane Partners congratulates 
Scott Smithers on his recognition as 
one of the Bay Area’s most influential 
business leaders.

Since founding the 
company in 2006, Scott 
has led Lane Partners’ 
growth into one of the 
Bay Area’s premier 
commercial real estate 
development firms, 
with almost 10M SF 
currently under 
development.

LANE-PARTNERS.COM

Berkeley Commons

Southline

Peninsula Innovation Point

Janet Lamkin
Senior vice president, global market and 

community innovation, 
United Airlines

Lamkin probably got high marks in grade 
school for playing well with others. 
She’s often teamed up with others 
to bring new ideas and innovation to 
United Airlines — like partnering with 
Clorox and the Cleveland Clinic during 
the pandemic to reassure passengers 
that planes were clean and sanitary. 
When remote work took o�  during the 
pandemic, she helped United work with 
San Francisco-based Peerspace to bring 
remote employees together for events.

Jens Vogel
Global head of biotech, 

Bayer

From Berkeley, Vogel is helping the 
Germany-based drug-making icon 
chart a new future, overseeing five 
sites in the United States and Europe 
and leading the company’s charge into 
cell therapy and gene therapy. Bayer 
employs 1,000 people in Berkeley and 
through a 30-year development deal 
is reshaping its campus and its giving 
to community organizations. A $250 
million, 100,000-square-foot cell therapy 
launch facility that opened last year is 
a new stake in the ground locally and 
strategically.

Dario Amodei
CEO and co-founder, 

Anthropic

A group of former OpenAI employees 
led by Amodei founded Anthropic 
around the notion of building a safer 
version of the technology. But it still 
needs capital, chips and computing 
capacity to compete. Amodei will have 
to see if his company can keep its lofty 
principles while raising the hundreds of 
millions of dollars needed.

David Baszucki
CEO and co-founder, 

Roblox

Before Mark Zuckerberg ever uttered 
the word “metaverse” publicly, Baszucki 
was building a fully fledged interactive 
world for children. The project known 
as Roblox lets kids build their own video 
games within a video game, and has 
since grown into a company valued at 
around $25 billion. Baszucki and his wife, 
Jan, have also founded the Baszucki 
Group to spearhead philanthropic e� orts 
in environmental conservation and 
neurological illness research.




