
 
OAKLAND’S LARGEST CIVIC AND CULTURAL EVENT HONORING  

DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING JR., RETURNS FOR ITS 22nd ANNIVERSARY 
 

OAKLAND’S PARAMOUNT THEATRE 
January 17, 2026 | 6PM Doors | 7PM Show 

 

Tickets available now! 
 

OAKLAND, CA | October 22, 2025—In the Name of Love, a powerful celebration of Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr.'s vision and legacy through the iconic music of Sly & The Family Stone. Living Jazz presents this 
showcase as Oakland’s largest civic and cultural event, returning to the historic Paramount Theatre for its 
22nd anniversary on Saturday, January 17, 2026. 
 
Originating from the Bay Area, Sly & The Family Stone broke barriers as one of the first integrated bands 
to achieve international success. Today, their message rings truer than ever—reminding us of the power 
of unity and the importance of everyday people coming together across lines of difference. 
 
In the Name of Love carries that legacy forward, delivering a vibrant celebration of community and culture. 
The event highlights the strength and creativity of Black and Brown artists, bringing together some of the 
Bay Area’s most acclaimed talent for an inclusive evening that uplifts and inspires. 
 
Music Director Kev Choice leads a Bay Area rooted lineup featuring powerhouse performances by Adrian 
Marcel, Ashling “Biscuit” Cole, August Lee Stevens (Oakland Rising), B Deveaux, Martin Luther McCoy, 
Silk E, Sundra Manning, TURFinc featuring Johnny5 & Intricate, and the Awesöme Orchestra Collective 
conducted by founding artistic director David Möschler. The evening also features original Sly & The 
Family Stone bassist Rustee Allen, with house band Black London, led by Kev Choice, saxophonist 
Howard Wiley, and keyboardist Mike Blankenship. Adding to the magic, the stage will also shine with the 
next generation from Oaktown Jazz Workshops and the 150 member Living Jazz RootED Choir led by 
Bryan Dyer. Original Arrangements by Brian Adam McCune, Kev Choice, Mike Blankenship, and Vincent 
Rillera. Hosted by RyanNicole, this is an evening you won't want to miss! 
 
Living Jazz will also be presenting the 2026 Oakland Citizen Humanitarian Award to Oakland legend, the 
late William “Bill” Patterson. This award carries a special legacy, having been presented by Mayor 
Barbara Lee in past years. For those who may not know, Bill Patterson is one of Oakland’s greatest 
mentors. He played a pivotal role in shaping the lives of sports legends like Frank Robinson, Curt Flood, 
Bill Russell, Joe Morgan, Vada Pinson, Willie Stargell, and many more. His leadership also strengthened 
organizations such as East Bay Municipal Utility District, Oakland Zoo, Peralta Colleges Foundation, 
Oakland Parks & Recreation, and so much more. Bill instilled confidence and integrity in those he 
mentored, and the ripple effects have transformed the world of sports and leadership. 
 

https://www.livingjazz.org/mlk-tribute
https://www.ticketmaster.com/event/1C006348AD627E96
https://www.slystonemusic.com/
https://www.slystonemusic.com/biography/
https://kevchoice.wordpress.com/
https://www.instagram.com/adrianmarcel/?hl=en
https://www.instagram.com/adrianmarcel/?hl=en
https://ashlingcole.com/
https://www.augustleestevens.com/
https://oaklandside.org/2025/10/02/oakland-rising-young-musicians-follow-the-music/
https://www.instagram.com/_bdeveaux?utm_source=ig_web_button_share_sheet&igsh=ZDNlZDc0MzIxNw==
https://www.instagram.com/martinluthermccoy/?hl=en
https://www.instagram.com/silkepeopleschamp/?hl=en
http://www.instagram.com/sundramanning
https://www.theturfinc.com/
https://awesomeorchestra.org/
https://davidmoschler.com/
https://www.instagram.com/rustee.allen/?hl=en
https://blacklondonmusic.bandcamp.com/
https://www.instagram.com/howard.wiley/?hl=en
https://www.instagram.com/mikeblankenship_/?hl=en
https://www.oaktownjazz.org/
https://www.livingjazz.org/rooted
https://bryandyer.wordpress.com/
http://brianadammccune.com/
http://www.realeramusic.com/
http://www.realeramusic.com/
https://www.instagram.com/msryannicole/?hl=en
https://www.eastbaytimes.com/2008/04/24/newhouse-bill-pattersons-name-should-be-somewhere-in-oakland/
https://www.mayorbarbaralee.com/
https://www.mayorbarbaralee.com/


Last year's event was a soul-nourishing tribute to Oakland's artistic community, and this year promises to 
be even more unforgettable. We got to live together and witness the rising talent of the Bay Area as we 
come together in celebration of everyday people.  

### 
 
TICKET INFORMATION 
Tickets for In the Name of Love are available now at https://www.livingjazz.org/mlk-tribute  
 
OFFICIAL PARTNERS   
Many Thanks to Our Sponsors SFJAZZ, City of Oakland, Commercial Bank of California, Donahue 
Fitzgerald LLP, Ray Cardozo & Latika Malkani, Tom Gregory, Uptown Downtown Oakland Community 
Benefit Districts, Visit Walnut Creek.  
Media Partners: BART, Bay Area Registry (BAR), KALW, KCSM, KEXP and Visit Oakland. 
 
ABOUT LIVING JAZZ 
Living Jazz Transforms Lives—through the music, spirit, and culture of jazz in the Bay Area community, by 
educating students and artists of all ages and abilities.  
 
PROGRAMS ​
Living Jazz RootED is a tuition-free music, dance, and performance education program serving TK–12 
students in primarily under-resourced Bay Area public schools with programs catered to both in and after 
school.  

"In the Name of Love" | Annual Musical Tribute to Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. An extensive civic and 
cultural event celebrating, through music, the teachings of the great Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 

Jam Camp West A 7-day overnight music, dance, and vocal program for 10-17 years of age and of all skill 
levels and backgrounds held in the stunning redwoods of Loma Mar, Northern CA. 

Jazz Camp West An 8-day jazz overnight immersive experience for adults and teens of all skill levels held 
in acres of redwoods in La Honda, CA. 

Follow #LIVINGJAZZ and #InTheNameOfLove on social media: Facebook | Instagram | YouTube 
 
MEDIA CONTACT 
Jesse Guzman, Marketing and Community Partnerships Manager, Living Jazz 
jesse@livingjazz.org  
(760) 577-0354 
 
MEDIA TOOLKIT 
In the Name of Love Media ToolKit: Click Here 
 
CALENDAR LISTING INFORMATION: 
In the Name of Love: MLK Tribute feat. the Music of Sly & The Family Stone | Saturday, January 17, 2026 | 
6PM PST Doors | 7PM PST Show | Paramount Theatre: 2025 Broadway, Oakland, CA 94612 | ADA 
Accessible | All Ages | Tickets Start at $20  

https://www.livingjazz.org/mlk-tribute
https://www.sfjazz.org/
https://www.oaklandca.gov/Home
https://cbcal.com/
https://donahue.com/
https://donahue.com/
https://www.downtownoakland.org/
https://www.downtownoakland.org/
https://visitwalnutcreek.org/
https://www.bart.gov/
https://bayarearegistry.com/
https://www.kalw.org/
https://www.kcsm.org/
https://www.kexp.org/
https://www.visitoakland.com/
https://www.facebook.com/LivingJazzOrg
https://www.instagram.com/livingjazz
https://www.youtube.com/c/livingjazz
mailto:jesse@livingjazz.org
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1A4NeShtMrinsCRtyF9wkT31TsZxCpOk4?usp=drive_link
https://maps.app.goo.gl/ErE2voZsxh7RL14s7
https://www.paramountoakland.org/plan-your-visit/accessibility
https://www.paramountoakland.org/plan-your-visit/accessibility
https://www.ticketmaster.com/event/1C006348AD627E96

